
City of Gainesville  

Project Update 

The City of Gainesville exists to meet the needs and improve the quality of life of its citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

Private Development on the Rise in Gainesville 

Private development construction is starting throughout the City of Gainesville.  This 

development includes residential, commercial and industrial facilities. 

Black Hill Farm Development (located south of FM 51 across from NCTC) is start-

ing construction on four model homes in Phase One of the project.  The second 

phase of the subdivision will start this summer.  Phase One is comprised of single-

family residential lots, while Phase Two will be made up of single-family homes on 

small lots.  The entire subdivision includes greenbelts and walking paths.  

The Liberty Apartments broke ground on May 2, 2016.  Dirt work started immedi-

ately after the ceremony, but the rain for the remainder of the month delayed the pro-

ject.    The Liberty will consist of 233 luxury apartments.  Now that the sun is out 

again, construction is moving forward.  

On the opposite side of the interstate, Rib Crib started building a new restaurant.  

The restaurant should be complete by late summer or early fall.  Be sure to keep an 

eye out for additional development at this corner. 

The Interstate 35 and Highway 82 intersection is also starting to develop.  Quick 

Trip has been issued a permit to build a new gas station on the southeast corner.  Just 

north of Highway 82, Whataburger will be building a new restaurant.  Additional 

projects are also being planned on both of these corners. 
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Visit our award-

winning website at 

www.gainesville.tx.us, 

and don’t forget to like 

us on Facebook! 

City Council meetings 

are held the first and 

third Tuesday of each 

month at City Hall 

and start at 6:30 p.m. 

Did you know? 

Sign up via Notify Me 

on our website to get 

updates to what you 

care about! 

 J
u
n

e
 2

0
1
6

 

Left: Liberty  
Apartments  

groundbreaking on 
May 2, 2016.  

Below: Construction 
progress at Rib Crib 
as of June 22, 2016. 
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Garnett Street Bridge 

City Council received two bids for the Garnett Street Bridge repairs.  They awarded a $410,642 contract to 

Iowa Bridge and Culvert, LC at the June 7th City Council meeting.  Construction will start in August 2016 

and is expected to be completed in December 2016. 

 

Moss Lake Water Treatment Plant Expansion 

Gainesville let a bid for Phase Two of the Water Treatment Plant Upgrade, which includes adding a surge 

tank and a potassium permanganate dosing system to the plant.  The funding for this phase of the upgrade 

came from the Texas Waster Development Board through the Greater Texoma Utility Authority.  The utility 

authority will approve the bid on June 20th, while the City Council will award the bid on June 21st.  Con-

struction should be complete in December 2016. 

 

The surge tank will prevent surges when the plant goes into backwash mode.  Surges can deactivate auto-

matic settings on the plant and cause the plant to stop until an operator can restart the plant.  The potassium 

permanganate feed system helps to prevent manganese and other organic materials from causing issues with 

the system. 

 

In the summer and fall of 2015, some Gainesville water customers were impacted by reddish or rust color 

water and high levels of haloacetic acid and trihalomethanes.  This was caused by manganese and organic 

material, which was washed into the lake during the record setting 87.72-inches of rain received by Gaines-

ville in 2015 (see Public Notice on page 4 for more information).  

 

Street and Utility Maintenance Program 

SUMP Package H, which includes the following streets, Scott (Dixon to the railroad), Broadway (Fair to 

Grand), Lindsay (Pecan to Tennie), Church (Denton to Lindsay), and Davis (Lindsay to the east end) started 

the last week of June.  The construction time for this project is one year. 

 

Gainesville has partnered with the Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT) to rebuild Weber Drive 

from Highway 82 to Colorado Street.  TXDOT awarded the bid to Jagoe-Public in March 2016 and con-

struction will begin this summer.  

 

Currently, Culberson Street is being engineered to be rebuilt.  Engineering should be complete in November 

2016, while the bidding process is expected to take place in January 2017 with an award in February 2017.   

Red River and Denton Streets between Broadway and Scott are also being engineered.  The project will be 

let for bid in July 2016.  Construction is anticipated to begin in October 2016.  The work on the streets 

should be finished by April 2017.  
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Wastewater Treatment Plant  

The bid for Phase Two of the Wastewater Treatment Plant will be awarded at the July 5th City Council 

meeting.  Contractors will build a new sequencing batch reactor (SBR).  This highly efficient system is ex-

pected to save time and money because all of the biological processes are handled in a single basin.  This 

phase is estimated to cost $9.85 million. 

 

The SBR process is automated.  Operators will be able to use computers or smartphones to make needed 

adjustments to the plant.  The automation, along with a new, smaller plant allows for at least four fewer em-

ployees at the plant.  This reduction in labor is the largest cost savings for the plant.  The City plans to use 

attrition to reduce the number of employees rather than layoffs. 

 

Phase One of the Wastewater Treatment Plant will be complete this month.  The headworks and administra-

tion building were rebuilt during this first phase.  The City enhanced the facility with a belt press system, 

which the City did not have before this project. 

 

The belt press will allow the operators to dry the sludge on demand, instead of being dependent upon the 

weather.  The sludge is mixed with polymer and literally pressed to remove liquids.  The sludge is formed 

into dried cakes that can be land applied or landfilled. 

Clockwise from top: the new belt press operation 
at the Wastewater Treatment Plant; the belt press 

from a different angle; and progress   
on the Belt Press Building. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

CITY OF GAINESVILLE PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM 

 

This notice is being provided regarding a recent water testing issue to give you more information and 

affirm our commitment to providing safe drinking water.  The City of Gainesville wants to assure you 

that the water in our city is safe, and there is no imminent risk to the health of our customers. 

  

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has notified the City of Gainesville that the 

drinking water being supplied to customers had exceeded the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for 

haloacetic acids (HAAs).  HAAs are a group of organic compounds that are formed when chlorine, add-

ed to the water during the treatment process for disinfection, reacts with the naturally-occurring organic 

matter in water.  The slight elevation was not an immediate risk, and at no time was the water unsafe to 

drink.  While this is not an emergency, we want to provide you more information on HAAs and steps we 

are taking to make sure water stays safe in our system.  According to TCEQ’s standard health effects 

language, some people who drink water containing HAAs in excess of the MCL for many years may 

have an increased risk of getting cancer.  TCEQ classifies this type of excursion as a “non-acute” viola-

tion that poses no immediate risk to human health.   

  

The MCL for HAAs established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) is 0.060 milli-

grams per liter (mg/L) based on a locational running annual average (LRAA).  Two of the required four 

samples collected for the second quarter produced LRAAs above the MCL at 0.081 mg/L and 0.071 mg/

L.  The reason for the elevated levels was an increase in naturally-occurring organic matter in the water 

as a result of last year’s heavy rainfall.  Runoff washed higher amounts of naturally-occurring organic 

matter from the watershed temporarily elevating HAAs as the water was disinfected at the water treat-

ment plant.   Although the LRAA remains higher than the established limit, the latest tests show HAAs 

lower than the MCL at <0.058 mg/L and 0.0 mg/L.   

  

Because there is no immediate risk and the water is safe to drink, you do not need to use an alternative 

water supply (e.g., bottled water).  However, if you have health concerns, you may want to talk to your 

doctor to get more information about how this may affect you. 

  

The City is taking the following actions to address the issue: 

Additional distribution system sampling is being performed at the HAA sampling sites per the TCEQ’s 

approved monitoring plan.  The City is continuing to optimize the drinking water treatment process to 

reduce the formation potential of HAAs by removing more naturally-occurring organic matter prior to 

disinfection and evaluating the use of other treatment processes to accommodate future raw water quality 

excursions resulting from heavy rainfall in the watershed. 

  

We want to assure all Gainesville water customers that your water is safe, and we are working diligently 

to implement corrective measures.  Please share this information with other customers who may not have 

received this notice directly.  If you have questions concerning this notice, contact Ron Sellman, Public 

Services Director at 940-668-4540.  For more information on HAAs, please visit https://

www.tceq.texas.gov/drinkingwater/chemicals/dbp/dbp_risk.html.        
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