Heroes Among Us
Educating and informing our future leaders, while instilling in them the desire to
give back, NCTC Student Life is breeding heroes among us.
At the end of each semester, after students have finished their finals, Student
Life at North Central Texas College takes a Service Learning Trip to a community in
need.
Though the main objective of these trips is to give back, the students also learn
about various communities that they might not otherwise see.
“We are thrilled to see our students giving back, but they also get to learn new
skills and bond with their fellow students that they may not know,” said Director of
Student Life Daisy Garcia. “Students often learn basic carpentry and pick up leadership
skills that they carry with them throughout their life.”
Over the past 9 years, Student Life representatives have taken students across
the United States to help those in need, including trips to California, Missouri, New
Mexico and various cities in Texas.
On the most recent trip, in December 2017, students traveled to Houston, Texas,
to aid in Hurricane Harvey relief.
“We actually had another location planned out,” said Garcia, “but immediately
when Hurricane Harvey hit and we saw all the damage, we knew we wanted to change
our plans to help the Houston area.”
Right after finals in December, a dozen students headed to Port Arthur for three
days of volunteering. Students were able to help in a variety of ways.
On the first day, they were at the YMCA taking out flooring, tearing down a
kitchen, and moving trash from the building.
“Everything had been flooded and then left there for months, so we had to wear
masks and be really careful when tearing out the cabinets and flooring,” said NCTC
Student Vakayla Wilford.
On the second day of the trip, students got a break from the heavy lifting to help
the Salvation Army sort donations. There was food from various food drives and toys
and clothes for Christmas gifts. Students spent the day sorting through toys and clothes
to match up the right sizes and gifts with the appropriate aged child. They were also
able to sort food into bags for the senior citizens who were homebound.
NCTC Student Life went through a group called Community Collaborations, and
on the third day, they got to help rebuild housing that had flooded.

“Some homes and families don’t qualify for Habitat for Humanity or other
assistance, so Community Collaborations tries to help as many of those as they can,”
said Wilford.
Students helped to take down sheetrock and insulation, ripped out flooring and
took down doors, to prep the house for being remodeled.
“You see the news and they tell you how much water there was,” said NCTC
Student Tania Dominguez, “but when you see it in person and you can see the line on
the walls where the water was standing, the severity really sinks in.”
“There are people still living in houses filled with mold,” said Wilford, “because
they have no other option.”
On their final day, students were able to travel into downtown Houston and take
in the sights. They visited several free museums, the Kemah Boardwalk, and saw the
Magical Winter Lights.
Cooke County Amateur Radio Club donated $500 to Student Life for supplies.
They used about $100 for the masks and tools, and the students chose to donate the
remaining $400 to the Houston Food Bank.
“We thought we could have worked faster, or we could have been better at
certain things,” said Wilford, “but we found out that they were so happy with what we did
because there was someone there to help. That’s all that mattered to them.”
Student Life will take their next Service Learning Trip mid-May to New Orleans,
Louisiana. They will help with beachfront cleanup and volunteer in low-income areas still
affected by the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
“Though this volunteering takes place outside of Gainesville, I believe these
students are coming back better people,” said Garcia, “and they make our community a
better place, too.”
The “Heroes Among Us” story series will be released twice monthly, featuring
local heroes and organizations who exemplify the Totally Texas, All American spirit that
is the fabric of the Gainesville Community. Stories are contributed by the City of
Gainesville, Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce, Gainesville Economic
Development Corporation, Gainesville Independent School District, and North Central
Texas College. Keep an eye out for the stories and see who we celebrate next!
Release is coordinated by the City of Gainesville. Contact Caitlyn Huddleston,
City Secretary, at (940) 668-4500 for more information.
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Photo 1: Norma Miranda, Tania Dominguez, Melissa Larin, and Andrew Eguia at work
on the YMCA tennis courts in Houston, TX

Photo 2 and Photo 3: NCTC Students volunteered at the Salvation Army in Houston as
part of a Service Learning Trip.

Photo 2 and Photo 3: NCTC Students volunteered at the Salvation Army in Houston as

part of a Service Learning Trip.

Photo 4: NCTC students helped prep a home for construction with Community

Collaborations while on their Service Learning Trip to Houston.

Photo 5: NCTC Students Tania Dominguez and David Chacon tear out drywall.

Photo 6: After three days of volunteering, NCTC students visited the Houston Waterwall

Park

