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PROJECT HOT FUNDING:
REQUEST FORM

Per the Texas Comptroller, Local Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) revenue may only be used to promote tourism and the convention and hotel industries. To qualify for HOT funding, expenditures must meet the following criteria, as summarized by the Texas Hotel & Lodging Association:
A. Every expenditure must directly enhance and promote tourism and the convention and hotel industry. 
B. Every expenditure must clearly fit into one of the nine statutorily provided categories for expenditures of local hotel occupancy tax revenues:
1. Funding the establishment, improvement, or maintenance of a convention center or visitor information center.
2. Paying the administrative costs for facilitating convention registration.
3. Paying for advertising, solicitations, and promotions that attract tourists and convention delegates to the city or its vicinity.
4. Expenditures that promote the arts. 
5. Funding historical restoration or preservation programs.
6. Funding certain expenses, including promotional expenses, directly related to a sporting event with counties with a population under 1 million.
7. Funding the enhancement or upgrading of existing sports facilities or sports fields for certain municipalities. (Gainesville does not yet qualify for HOT funding under this category.) 
8. Funding transportation systems for tourists.
9. Signage directing tourists to sights and attractions that are visited frequently by hotel guests in the municipality.

In order to be eligible for consideration for funding from the Hotel Occupancy Tax, you must complete this form in its entirety and return to the City of Gainesville. To be considered you must submit your request by June 30th, 2025.
	Project Title & Dates (tentative title and dates are acceptable):



	Project Director/Primary Contact:
	Organization, Department:



	Target Market/Audience you hope to attract (include demographics and behavior descriptors of your ideal customer or attendee):





	Need for Project (How will this project add/impact the quality of life of residents and visitors to Gainesville?)



	Goals and Objective of Project (Why are you doing this project? What do you hope to achieve with this project?): 



	Detailed list explaining how the funds will be used. For each item, confirm and specify how it addresses the two criteria listed in the instructions (Please retain all receipts related to HOT funding expenses, as they will need to be attached to the post-event form due following the conclusion of the event).:



	Other Notes:




1. How many years have you held this Event or Project?  _____ If Inaugural please indicate here: _______
2. Expected Attendance:  _____________
3. Approximate event or project attendees who will execute temporary stay reservations (e.g. hotel, motel, short-term rental) in the City of Gainesville:   _________
4. How do you plan to measure? _________________________________________________________
5.  Approximate length of temporary stay reservations (e.g. hotel, motel, short-term rental) in the City of Gainesville: __________
6. How do you plan to measure? __________________________________________________________
7. Do you plan to reserve a room block for this event at an area hotel? How many rooms and at which hotels?  ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount Requested: ____________________ Project Total Cost: _________________________
Requestor Name: ______________________ Requestor Position: ________________________
Requestor Email: __________________________Phone Number: ________________________
*Please attach documentation of organizational budget and project budget when submitting your application.*
I hereby certify that all information provided in this funding request is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I acknowledge that any funds allocated as a result of this request will be used solely for the purposes stated in this form. I understand that misuse of funds or deviation from the intended purposes without prior written approval may result in the requirement to return the funds and may affect eligibility for future funding.
Signature: ___________________________
Name (Printed): ______________________
Date: _______________________________
Please Submit to the City of Gainesville at CityOfGainesville@cogtx.org or at
 200 S Rusk St, Gainesville, TX 76240
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Totally Texas. All American.
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